
VOLUNTOWN PUBLIC LIBRARY

WEEDING POLICY
Weeding is the removal of materials from a library collection in systematic and deliberate way. It is an ongoing part of collection development, a planned and thoughtful action that will ensure library materials are current and enticing. By periodically removing library materials, there will be room for new, up-to-date books that will aid library users in their quest for accurate information. The Library Director is responsible for determining which resource is to be weeded. Books and materials that are weeded may be recycled, sold, donated, or destroyed as determined by the Library Director. 

Weeding is ongoing, recognizing the sensitivity to the needs and desires of the community. The following guidelines determine which resource is to be removed from a shelf for weeding purposes.

· If the resource is misleading or factually inaccurate no matter what the reason, from poor authority to datedness
· If the resource is aesthetically unappealing or beyond repair due to age and/or use
· If newer, up-to-date editions of the resource are available for a reasonable price
· If a resource has no apparent value to the library user/reader
· If the resource’s value decreases due to needs
· If duplicates are no longer in demand
· If resources for the materials are available on line

Some books and materials may be exempt from weeding and may include the following:

· Classics and award winners
· Books and materials of local history
· Books and materials of historical value
· Annuals
· Titles on current reading lists
· Out of print titles that are still useful
· Biographical sources
· Books/materials written by local authors
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