
INLAND/WETLANDS COMMISSION 
SEPTEMBER 8, 2011 

 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:35 P.M. 
 
Members present were John Moran, Lester Davis, Jarl Pellinen, Chairman Thomas 
Sweet. Wetlands Enforcement Officer, Joseph Theroux. Member Dave Miner arrived at 
7:40 P.M. 
 
The minutes from the June 9th meeting were read and approved. 
 
Charles River Labs, 425 Pendleton Hill Road. Chuck Mandel, manager at Charles River 
Labs, presented the Board with plans to construct a coop and a bio-security building all 
outside the 75 foot zone. With him was John Sabrowske, farm manager. A letter of 
approval from Al Gosselin from the Uncas Health District, is appended to these minutes. 
There were 2 site plans, one overall plan and one plan for the septic. There will be a 
sixteen foot gravel access drive going around the building. It will be completely fenced, 
and it will all be outside the 75 foot area. The Wetlands Enforcement Officer, Joe 
Theroux, recommended capturing the roof water and putting it in one spot and the rest 
will just be gravel and grass. The test pits were all gravel and sand, and the grade will 
only be 50 feet around the perimeter. Joe had a concern about how much of the area 
would be dug up and that all the water would end up in one spot and it might be better to 
treat it right away before all the water makes it way down to the wetlands. The natural 
slope will remain and the area will be fenced off. Lester asked if he understood that they 
were going to excavate 50 feet from the building, and Chuck stated only on the uphill 
side. At this point, John Moran recused himself from any vote on this project, citing a 
conflict of interest. John stated that if anyone had any questions concerning the land he 
would be more than happy to answer them. Joe asked what the time frame was, and John 
stated that they wanted to break ground by October 2nd. The Board looked over the plans 
and questions were taken. The plans showed where the hay bales and silt fence will be in 
place, and a basin will be constructed first. Joe mentioned that his only concern was 
treating the water coming off of the site, so the basin should work well. Chuck stated that 
they will come back before the board when the other building will be going in. Building 
C is being renovated and is now being used for incubation and feed.The Board continued 
to look over the plans and more discussion took place. CL&P is all set and all is in order, 
such as the easements, etc. Joe asked if there will be grass in front of the building. It will 
be kept mowed and it will be left natural with a grass strip around the building like the 
others, mostly for erosion control. When all discussion was finished, Joe stated that 
because all of the activities are outside of the 75 foot zone he felt that if they had a 
contractor come in and not do it the right way, it could impact the wetlands. It happened 
on the south side of the site where all the sediment was washing in. This particular issue 
has been addressed and there is a silt fence going through the woods. This part of the plan 
will be the easiest as there are no steep slopes to deal with, and it is not as wet as the 
other areas. Dave made a motion that the Board accept application (IWC-02-11) of 
Charles River Labs to construct a coop and bio- security building, all outside the 75 foot 



review zone, and construct a rain garden for roof water runoff, as presented. Lester 
seconded the motion, all in favor, motion carried. 
 
Old Business. Review of the new Wetlands Regulations. Joe went over the changes that 
he made to the regulations with the Board members. One part that he mentioned lets the 
Board regulate the 200 foot upland review area. 200 feet on Beach Pond and 100 feet on 
the rest of the wetland areas and added a modifier to that section in which significant 
slopes are present that the Commissioner or designated agent may at his discretion, 
increase the upland review areas to protect the regulated areas. Another change that was 
made, that wasn't in the last one, was a shorter version of the DEP changes for 
subdivisions and conservation easements. This makes commissions and applicants aware 
that there are restrictions on some properties. The fee schedule still shows $125 for a 
typical permit and the Board wanted it dropped down to $95, so that is the only one he 
has to change at this time. He recommended that the Board take them home and look 
over for the next meeting and set a date for a public hearing then. 
 
John made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Lester seconded the motion, all were in 
favor, motion carried. The meeting as adjourned at 8:15 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Thomas Sweet, Chairman  
  


