
Voluntown Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission 
Public Hearing 

May 3, 2012 
 

The Public Hearing was called to order at 6:50 p.m. Chairman Tom Sweet read the 
call of the meeting. All Board members were present with the exception of Dave 
Miner. The purpose of this meeting is to accept written and verbal comments on 
proposed revisions to the Inland Wetlands Regulations which were dated June 20, 
1988. A motion was made to take any comments and hear any discussion. There was 
no one in the audience. There was some discussion between the Board members. 
The public hearing was adjourned at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Special Meeting. 
 

The Special meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Members present were Thomas Sweet, Chairman, John Moran, Lester Davis, Jarl 
Pellinen, Tammy Daigneault, Eric Williams and Dave Miner who came at 7:30 p.m. 
Wetlands Enforcement Officer, Joseph Theroux was in attendance also. 
 
The minutes from the April 5th meeting were read and approved with one 
correction. The last paragraph on the first page, the line "this matter will be tabled 
until the meeting on May 5th"; the date needs to be changed to "May 3rd". 
 
Public Hearing. A motion was made by John Moran to accept the new Wetlands 
Regulations, Jarl Pellinen seconded the motion, all were in favor. A motion was 
made to make the effective date of the new regulations June 1, 2012. The motion was 
seconded, and all were in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Second on the agenda was Tom Hoffa. Joe stated that he tried numerous times to get 
in touch with him to tell him of the change in meeting time, but was unable to do so. 
The Board agreed to wait until 7:30 to see if he will attend. 
 
While waiting for Mr. Hoffa to attend, the Board discussed what was happening up 
to now with this situation. The Board also agreed to ask Mr. Hoffa for a $10,000 
cash bond to cover the cost of cleanup if he does not follow through with the 
necessary permits and applications. Joe stated that if he properly removed the stone 
and attempted to remediate the problem, he should be alright. 
 
Wetland Agent's Report. Joe informed the Board of a complaint he had about a 
camper set up in the woods by Finn Beach about 100 feet from the water. Joe went 
down and looked at it and found that there is a small camper there and someone is 
putting a small screened in porch on the front of it. The person, who did not identify 
himself, also talked to the Zoning Officer, Peter Zvingilas. Joe will talk to Pete on 
Saturday to see if any permits were taken out. 
 



Old Business. Lester asked Joe if he has stopped to check on Paul Scungio's 
property on Beachdale Avenue. Joe said that he had, and they did what they said 
they were going to. He has not seen it since the water has come back up.  
 
Tom Hoffa. The Board gave him until 7:40 and he has still not shown up. Joe will 
send him a certified letter giving him 30 days to respond. He will forward a copy to 
the Town Attorney. The cease & desist will remain in effect. The Board decided that 
this is what should be done. Joe stated that there is nothing in the current 
regulations or a Town ordinance at this time that allows the Board to give out fines 
for non-compliance so if he leaves the mess like it is, the cleanup of the property will 
fall on the landowner.  
 
Eric made a motion to adjourn the meeting, John seconded the motion, all in favor, 
so carried. The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Respectively Submitted: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Thomas Sweet, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


