
TOWN OF VOLUNTOWN 
INLAND/WETLANDS COMMISSION 

JUNE 11, 2009 
 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 P.M. Board members present were Thomas 
Sweet, Chairman, John Moran, Dave Miner, Eric Williams and Carl Grenier. Board 
member Lester Davis was absent. 
 
The minutes from the May 14th meeting were read. Dave made a motion to accept the 
minutes as read, Carl seconded the motion, all were in favor. 
 
First on the agenda was John Moran for property on 361 Pendleton Hill Rd. John stepped 
off of the board. He came to the board to request to fill in a temporary sediment pond. 
The man made pond is located at the back side of the property near the SPAFAS egg 
farm, and was put in as a retention pond. There was another pond that ran under the 
buildings, which was filled in and he would like to get permission to fill in this one. John 
had a preliminary sketch of what SPAFAS would like to do with the property, but 
nothing is final. The plan is to pump all the water out and put in fill. Silt fencing will be 
installed. It is less than half filled with water. Discussion took place and the board felt 
that the pond was nothing more than a mud hole and mosquito trap. It is not considered 
wetlands, as it is well over 100 feet away from any wetlands. It was determined that no 
permit was needed. Carl made a motion to accept John Moran’s proposal to fill in a man 
made retention pond, and return it to its’ prior state. Dave seconded the motion, all were 
in favor, motion carried. 
 
Second on the agenda is Carl Grenier, for property on 333 Pendleton Hill Road. Carl 
stepped off of the board. He has no plans for the property except to try and straighten out 
the road and put in underground utilities. And to do that, Carl would like to fill in a low 
area on his property. There is an extreme angle coming in from 2 points and in the middle 
of it there is a small quagmire that he is afraid that someone will go into and it limits him 
from putting in underground utilities. CL&P would like their own easement to put the 
utilities in. He would like to fill in the quagmire to move the road and soften the curve 
and control the slope. Carl presented pictures to the board to get a better idea of what he 
is talking about. He does not want to do any more cutting as he feels that it would cause 
an erosion problem. There is a pre-existing bridge on the property. The board looked over 
the plans and the pictures and discussion took place. The area is basically dry except 
when it rains and no water runs in or out. He will not go any where near the adjacent 
property. He would like to fill it in with nice clean sand, put a stone berm on the edge of 
it, put processed gravel on it and put up concrete barriers. The board felt that it wasn’t 
considered a wetlands as there is no water coming in or going out. John Moran abstained 
from voting because of a conflict of interest. The board determined that the area in 
question is basically a low lying area that collects water when it rains and then dries up. 
No permit is needed. 
 



Old Business. Tom reported that Peter Zvingilas, Zoning Officer, had to go up to Gardner 
Road again. The owner was in the wetlands digging around with a bulldozer, and Peter 
had to issue a cease & desist order for him to stop. The owner wants to cross wetlands to 
get to the rest of his property. Peter told the owner he would have to come to the wetlands 
board and bring a plan of what he needs to do to build a roadway. The water is not 
moving but it is a big area with skunk cabbage on it.  
 
A motion was made by Dave to adjourn the meeting. Carl seconded the motion, all were 
in favor, meeting was adjourned at 8:10 P.M. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Thomas Sweet, Chairman 


