
 
VOLUNTOWN SELECTMEN’S MEETING 
Regular Meeting held on December 3, 2013 

 
 
Regular Meeting The Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held on Tuesday, December 3, 2013, at the 

Voluntown Town Hall.  Mr. Sirpenski, First Selectman, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  
 
Selectmen Present Robert A. Sirpenski, Ronald J. Millovitsch, Tracey L. Hanson 
 
Town Officials  Adam Burrows, Superintendent of Schools; Maria Morell, Tax Collector 
       
Citizens Present Steve Steniger; Audience of Citizens 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Motion A motion was made (Ronald Millovitsch, Tracey Hanson) to approve the minutes of the Special 

Meeting held on November 21, 2013 as submitted.  Unanimously voted. 
  
Citizens Comments  
Adam Burrows Supt. Burrows spoke to the BOS about the status of several school programs and grants. 
Supt. of Schools Among items discussed were the “Youth Service Bureau” which assists the Town with outreach 

programs, youth involvement programs and parent training opportunities.  The YSB is very active 
and hopes to address the needs of children from birth through high school.  Supt. Burrows asked 
that the Town budget $7000 in FY 2014/2015 for this program.  The program uses grants and in-
kind services to help pay for many of its programs.  As part of the YSB the “Community 
Conversations about Education” program held a dinner meeting this week.  The event was made 
possible by a grant from the Graustein Memorial Fund.  Group discussions were held to discuss 
coordinating efforts to educate and support Voluntown’s youth now and in the future.  The 
information will be used to help the Board of Education with its four year Strategic Plan.  
Approximately eighty-six people were in attendance.  

 
 Steve Steniger asked about security funding and who makes the decision about how funds are 

used.  Supt. Burrows noted the school received a grant for $110,511 for security and reviewed the 
process used to decide how funds will be spent.  Supt. Burrows also spoke about a technology 
grant for $15,500 and noted that the “Early Childhood School Readiness Grant” funds have been 
declining.  Supt. Burrows noted that he and Alicia Trakas, school Principal, recently attended a 
meeting at the State Dept. of Education in the hopes of securing more funding for this program.   

 Supt. Burrows stated that the school has done a great deal of work on teacher evaluations as part 
of the “Education Reform Act” which was passed last year.  He also noted that the Mastery Tests 
are being phased out and replaced with new assessment tests. 

 
 Supt. Burrows expects to receive a report on the school roof next week addressing up to fourteen 

different areas that may need repairs.  He will bring this information to the BOS when it is 
available.    

 
Old Business  
Methodist Church  Mr. Sirpenski noted that the reports from CLA Engineers and Cirrus have been reviewed and the  
Update recommendations are being evaluated by several contractors.  He noted that the BOS needs to 

make the building safe and this work does not constitute an endorsement of preserving the 
building.  Mr. Sirpenski noted there are probably four options for the building (1) tear it down; (2) 
auction it in “as is” condition; (3) restore on site and (4) move and restore.  Mr. Sirpenski feels the 
decision on the building should be made at a Town Meeting. 

 
New Business 
Emergency Protocol Mr. Sirpenski stated that an Emergency Protocol needs to be established for the Town’s 

administration in the event of emergencies.  He will work on this item and copies will be 
distributed to the Town Administration and the Fire Department. 
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Any Other Business  
Appointment – Motion A motion was made (Ronald Millovitsch, Tracey Hanson) to appoint Robert Panko as an Alternate  
Inland/Wetlands member of the Inland/Wetlands Commission.  Unanimously voted. 
 
Tax Refunds A motion was made (Ronald Millovitsch, Tracey Hanson) to approve tax refunds for  
Motion overpayment of taxes to Linda Morgan and Brian Cruz.  Unanimously voted. 
 
Health Insurance Mr. Sirpenski will be meeting with representative from Brown & Brown next week regarding  
Town health insurance for town employees. 
 
Appointment Reappointment memos for the Tax Collector, Town Treasurer and Assessor were reviewed and  
Memos approved.  If they would like to be reappointed they must notify the BOS by December 9, 2013. 
 
Tax Collector Maria Morell, Tax Collector, spoke about the collection process and noted that the property 

recently auctioned at 118 Bennett Circle brought in $6500 and placed the property back on the tax 
rolls.  Ms. Morell is also working on a small piece of property on Pequot Trail whose boundary 
lines must be corrected and a property on N. Shore Road.  Mr. Sirpenski noted that the BOS would 
defer to her judgment and thanked her for all the work she has done on behalf of the Town. 

 
Library Addition  Mr. Sirpenski read a notice from the Connecticut State Library regarding a construction grant for  
Grant the Town’s Library.  The grant is in the amount of $402,759 and the Library has three years to 

secure matching funding.  Mr. Sirpenski stated that Catherine Rubin, Acting Library Director, is 
already in the process of writing more grants for this funding and the entire BOS wanted to thank 
her for all her hard work. 

 
Adjournment 
Motion A motion was made (Ronald Millovitsch, Tracey Hanson) to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting 

adjourned at 8:01 p.m.   Unanimously voted. 
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