
 

VOLUNTOWN SELECTMEN’S SPECIAL MEETING 

June 27, 2017 

 
 

Meeting A Special Meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held on Tuesday, June 27, 2017 at the 

Voluntown Town Hall.  Robert A. Sirpenski, First Selectman, called the meeting to order at 7:00 

p.m.  

 

Selectmen Present Robert A. Sirpenski, Tracey L. Hanson, Jack S. Wesa 

  

Town Officials  Maria Morell, Cathy Rubin 

       

Citizens Present Skipp Oulton, Dave Blanchette,  

 

Approval of Minutes  

 

Motion A motion was made by (Tracey Hanson/Jack Wesa) to approve the minutes of the special meeting 

held on May 25, 2017 as submitted.  Motion Approved. Mr. Sirpenski abstained 

  

 A motion was made by (Tracey Hanson/Jack Wesa) to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 

June 6th, 2017 as submitted.  Motion Approved. 

 

 A motion was made (Tracey Hanson/Jack Wesa) to approve the minutes of the special meeting 

held on June 13th with the following change:  Delete the line item Municipal Agent due to not 

being on the agenda.  Motion Approved. Mr. Sirpenski abstained.  

    

 

Citizens Comments  

 

Skipp Oulton Mr. Oulton asked if there was any updates on the budget. Mr. Sirpenski answered that we still do 

not have any news from the state and we will discuss changes later in the meeting. 

    

Correspondence 

& Announcements 

 

Governor Malloy Governor Malloy released his Resource Allocation Plan that will take affect on July 1st, 2017 if the 

budget is not passed by June 30, 2017. 

 

OPM OPM sent out an email discussing the state budget to all towns. 

 

Senator Somers Senator Somers released the Republican State Budget Proposal. 

 

CCM  OPM has released a letter to provide clarity to towns and cities regarding the M-1 reports which is 

a penalty waiver for annual municipal property tax reports. 

 

OLR The Office of Legislative Research sent out a bulletin discussing municipal blight and charters, 

ordinances and by-laws. 

 

CCM CCM forwarded a request from Waterford requesting towns to join in a lawsuit against 

pharmaceutical companies in order to fight the opioid epidemic. Mr. Sirpenski has sent this to the 

lawyer for review. 

 

Pam Delaney Mr. Wesa received an email from Pam Delaney wanting to know how to form a committee to 

write grants for the town.  Mr. Sirpenski stated he would send her a response but Mr. Wesa stated 

he had replied to her request already. 

 

CTVISIT.COM CT Tourism sent out a thank you in relation to their relaunching the visitct.com website. 

 

OPM There is a workshop being held by OPM on June 28, 2017 related to mapping. 

 

 



(2) 

 

CIRRUS  CIRRUS submitted their report regarding the conditions of the Methodist Church Meeting House.  

This will be discussed later on in the meeting in more detail. 

 

DOT The department of Transportation had sent out a letter to obtain grant money to pay for signage for 

pedestrian crosswalks.  This grant only pertains to existing crosswalks and not new ones.  Mr. 

Sirpenski stated there was another program for community connectivity grants that would cover 

new crosswalks. 

 

DEEP –Hummer DEEP sent a new contract agreement between the Town of Voluntown and DEEP for the Fire 

Protection Vehicle in exchange for providing emergency and firefighting protection on state forest 

properties.  We are charged with maintaining the vehicle and t is difficult to get parts for it.    This 

agreement will be on the agenda for the July 18th meeting in order to respond to the state. 

 

DEEP We need to speak to DEEP requesting them to drop the level for Beach Pond. 

 

 

New Business   

 

Tax Refunds A motion was made (Jack Wesa/Tracey Hanson) to approve tax refunds to:  Michael and Tracey 

McCarthy.  Motion approved 

 

Tax Collector Ms. Morell spoke to the selectmen stating that the tax bills will go out for the first installment only 

for real estate and personal property taxes.  Car tax bills will not go out as of now.  The second 

installment will state TBD depending on what will happen after the town passes the budget.  Ms. 

Morell will send out an insert discussing what will happen.  Ms. Morell asked that this be posted 

on the town website, the Facebook page and the town sign.  Ms. Morell is also concerned about 

the M-1 report.  Car tax bills will go out as soon as the town knows what the new tax rate will be.  

 

Town Hall Repairs There are two options for the new roof for the Town Hall.  The first option is to stay with the flat 

roof or to go with a truss roof.  Mr. Wesa said that he spoke to two different contractors and they 

stated it would be very expensive to do a truss roof because the roof is higher on one side.  Mr. 

Sirpenski would like to have a proper bid spec written for a membrane roof from CLA.   

 

Library Referendum The Selectmen discussed when the next referendum will be.  They are hoping to tentatively have it 

on August 29th. We are waiting for response from the lawyer. 

 

Driveway Permit A motion was made by (Robert Sirpenski/Tracey Hanson) to accept the driveway on Bennet Rd. 

and agree to return the bond to Alfred Daigneault.  Motion Approved.  

 

Municipal Agent The Board of Selectmen accepted, with regret, the letter of resignation from Beth Taylor as the 

Municipal Agent for the Elderly as of July 1st, 2017.  Ms. Hanson has a few people she could ask 

to replace her. 

 

Set Mil Rate By state statute when the citizens vote down the Town Budget the Board of Selectmen must be the 

body that sets the mil rate for the town.  

 

  A motion was made by (Robert Sirpenski/Tracey Hanson) to set the mil rate at 28.06 for the 

2017-2018 fiscal year and to be adjusted on the passage of a town and state budget. Motion 

Approved. 

 

 

Appropriations Right now the Town is $35,625.00 under budget but this does not include the $25,000 allocation 

to the capital non-recurring fund.  That leaves the town approximately $10,000.00 under budget 

but there will be more expenses coming in. For the snow removal fund we are currently 

$34,377.09 in the red.  The Selectmen had approved expenditures for the Clear Span Salt Storage 

and this was charged to the Snow Removal Fund.  Under Public Works other we are $849.98 in 

the red.  

A motion was made by (Mr. Sirpenski/Jack Wesa) to appropriate the sum of $19,650.00 to the 

Public Works: Other line item for the 2016-2017General Government Budget for expenses related 

to the Salt Storage Structure.  Motion Approved. 



 

A motion was made by (Robert Sirpenski/Jack Wesa) to appropriate the sum of $19,000.00 to the 

Snow Removal Fund for expenses related to snow removal for the 2016-2017 fiscal year.  Motion 

Approved. 

 

Methodist Church There are expenses needed in order to put the building in a “make safe” condition.  The Fire 

Marshal will submit his report within the week.  We have two options.  The first is to spend 

money to fix it in order to restore it or to spend money to tear it down.  Ms. Hanson asked if we 

could have a referendum question ready for the next referendum.  Mr. Sirpenski will look into 

getting a referendum question ready.  He suggested having a Town meeting along with the Library 

and have a public meeting on it.    The referendum must be a very specific yes or no question.  Mr. 

Sirpenski will send the wording to the Town attorney for approval.  Mr. Wesa will look into 

getting in touch with the Engineers to find out how much it would cost to repair before winter. 

 

 

 

Old Business 

 

Budget Update According to Governor Malloy’s budget right now the Town stands to lose $1,643,436.00.  At this 

time we do not know how much we will get from the state.  Mr. Sirpenski believes we will receive 

some cuts from the state but hopefully not the entire amount Governor Malloy is proposing.   

 Mr. Sirpenski stated there are not many places we can cut. The only place we could cut is the 

Road Foreman position.  This would save the town in salaries, insurance, clothing allowance, 

taxes and other miscellaneous expenses.  The net savings would be approximately $75,000.00. 

This would require more work on the Selectmen end and possibly more consulting work and 

someone to be the Tree Warden. 

 

 A motion was made by (Robert Sirpenski/Jack Wesa) to eliminate the Road Foreman’s position 

effectively June 30, 2017.  Motion Approved. 

 

      

 

  

      Adjournment 

 

Motion A motion was made (Tracey Hanson/Robert Sirpenski) to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting 

adjourned at 8:04p.m.   Motion Approved. 

  

 

Respectfully submitted by:     Approved for distribution by: 

 

 

 

_________________________________   ___________________________ 

Julie L. Zelinsky, Admin. Asst. to the BOS    Robert A. Sirpenski, First Selectman 


